Matt O’Dette, Head Coach

Experience
Head Coach – Seattle Thunderbirds, WHL, 2017-present
Assistant Coach – Seattle Thunderbirds, WHL, 2013-2016
Head Coach, Director of Hockey Operations – Bakersfield Condors, ECHL, 2011-2013
Assistant Coach, Assistant General Manager – Stockton Thunder, ECHL, 2009-2011
Playing Career
Kitchener Rangers, OHL, 1992-94/1995-96

Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds, OHL, 1994-95

Roanoke Express, ECHL, 1996-97
Saint John Flames, AHL, 1997-2000
Quebec Citadelles, AHL, 2000-02
Hamilton Bulldogs, AHL, 2002-03
Fresno Falcons, ECHL, 2004-09

Fresno Falcons/Stockton Thunder, ECHL, 2009-2010

Matt O’Dette is entering his fourth season as head coach of the T-Birds. O’Dette was named the 17th head coach in franchise history on July 12, 2017. O’Dette replaced Steve Konowalchuk, who joined the Anaheim Ducks as an assistant coach on June 28, 2017. O’Dette joined the T-Birds as an assistant coach on July 23, 2013, focusing on defense. Under his tutelage two T-Birds were named WHL Defenseman of the Year Award winners. Shea Theodore was named the 2015 WHL Defenseman of the Year and Ethan Bear was named the 2017 WHL Defenseman of the Year. Both Theodore and Bear are in the NHL currently, Theodore with the Vegas Golden Knights and Bear with the Edmonton Oilers. The team’s penalty kill under O’Dette finished third in the league in 2018-19 and first overall in 2015-16. 

Prior to joining the T-Birds O’Dette was the head coach and director of hockey operations for the Bakersfield Condors of the ECHL for two seasons. Prior to joining the Condors, he was an assistant coach and assistant general manager of the Stockton Thunder of the ECHL. He played 663 professional games over 14 professional seasons in the AHL and ECHL with the Roanoke Express (ECHL 1996-97), Saint John Flames (AHL 1997-2000), Quebec Citadelles (AHL 2000-02), Hamilton Bulldogs (2002-03), Fresno Falcons (ECHL 2004-09) and Falcons/Thunder (ECHL 2009-10). He also appeared in 69 playoffs games and was a member of two Calder Cup Final teams. 

O’Dette played 183 career games as a defenseman in the OHL with the Kitchener Rangers and Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds. He was selected by the Florida Panthers in the seventh round, 157th overall, in the 1994 NHL Draft.

