
 
 
LAST GAME: The Thunderbirds suffered their first loss of the season, falling 4-2 to the Portland Winterhawks last 

Saturday at home. Portland went up by a goal in the first. The T-Birds grabbed the lead with two of their own, from 

Mekai Sanders and Conner Roulette, midway through period two.  The Winterhawks took the lead back for good right 

after Seattle’s second goal.  Portland sealed it with an empty net goal late in the third.  Thomas Milic turned aside 34 of 

37 shots in the loss. 

VERSUS EVERETT:  A season ago Seattle was 1-5-0-1 versus the Silvertips.  The Thunderbirds won the first of the seven 

meetings, 2-1, but went winless in the final six head-to-head contests.  Despite the losses most of the games were 

decided late.  Along with the T-Birds win, two other games were decided by a single goal (including a shootout loss). 

Three of the ‘Tips wins featured an empty net goal in the waning seconds. 

A SPECIAL REQUEST:  Lack of special teams’ success was a key factor in the Thunderbirds loss to Portland last Saturday.  

The T-Birds were 0-for-5 on the man advantage and surrendered two power play goals to the Winterhawks. So far, this 

young season Seattle is just 2-of-14 on the power play.  The T-Birds have surrendered four power play goals to their 

opponents in the first three games.  Seattle will need to cut down on the penalties.  They are giving opponents, on 

average, nearly six power play chances (5.6) per game.    

SPIN THAT WHEEL:  Conner Roulette arrived back from NHL camp with the Dallas Stars, hours before the season opener 

down in Portland October 2nd.  He was held off the scoresheet that night but finished a +1 in the T-Birds win.  With a 

week of practice, the Stars fourth round selection in the 2021 NHL Draft, responded with goals in back-to-back games.  

In 11 games with the T-Birds last season Roulette registered 12 points (6g, 6a). He spent the second half of last season 

with Team Canada at the U18 World Championships, where he was part of the gold medal winning team.  Roulette has 

been equally adept at scoring goals and dishing the puck in his short Thunderbirds career, recording 27 goals and 27 

assists through 69 games.   

ROSTER ROTISSERE: Seattle reassigned two players this week.  16-year-old Coster Dunn is headed to the Spruce Grove 

Saints of the AJHL. Dunn was the T-Birds 7th round selection in the 2020 WHL Prospects Draft.  He did not play in any of 

Seattle’s first three regular season games but did skate in all four of Seattle’s preseason contests and recorded the game 

winning goal against Everett September 18th. 16-yead old Ethan Mittelsteadt will play this season for the West Shore 

Wolves (Colwood, B.C.) of the VIJHL. Mittelsteadt, selected in the fifth round of the 2020 WHL Prospects Draft, skated in 

Seattle’s opening night win in Portland and all four preseason contests but did not register a point.  

IN THE CREASE:  The T-Birds released 18-year-old goalie Mason Dunsford.  Seattle had acquired Dunsford back on 

September 10th from Portland in exchange for a conditional fifth round pick in the 2023 WHL Prospects Draft.  Dunsford 

did not see regular season action for the Thunderbirds but did skate in two preseason games.  Thomas Milic and Scott 

Ratzlaff are the Thunderbirds two goalies going forward. 

NEXT GAME:  Seattle heads north to Everett tomorrow for the second half of this weekend’s home-and-home with the 

Silvertips.  Game time at Angel of the Winds Arena is 6:05 p.m.  The Thunderbirds next home game is Tuesday, October 

19th versus the Spokane Chiefs. Game time is 7:05 p.m.    

TONIGHTS OFFICIALS:  Referees are Mark Pearce and Rocc Stachowiak.  Linesmen are Kris Delaney and Brett Mackey. 

 


